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Crowning Years 

Crowning years is a lunch 
club we started up for people 
aged 65 and over, it takes 
place on a Monday lunch time 
once a month in The Source 
café where we provide guests 
with a cooked two course 
lunch, tea and coffee all for 
£2.50. 

 
The first crowning years 

event took place back in June 
where we had 17 guests at-
tend, since then we have seen 
the number of guests steadily 
climb each month up to 34 
guests in November, this 
increase being purely down 
to word of mouth as people 
tell their friends 
how good the 
food and the 
atmosphere is 
and invite them 
along. 

 
At each event 

we have a five 
minute ‘Church 
slot’ between 
dessert and coffee where we 
have had people from the 
church speak about the dif-
ferent things the church is 
involved in; Andy Jones talked 

about our Africa connection, 
Angela Lloyd said a little 
a b o u t 
J u b i l e e , 
Heather  
Wood-
ward told 
them 
about 
Choices 
and John 
Cleverly 
told them 
the story 
about how we came to 
have the source building and 
what we wanted it to be used 
for, pointing people to Jesus. 

 
Al l  in al l 
Crowning years 
has been very 
popular with 
our guests who 
have nothing 
but praise for 
it , and all this 
has only been 
made possible 
by the help of 

two teams, our excellent 
cooks and a team of stout 
and enthusiastic pot and bot-
tle washers, so many thanks 
to all involved. 

 



 

Praying with a non-Christian 
client, 8 months pregnant, 
who lays her hand on her 
bump and says of her unborn 
child “he liked that”; two 
mental health professionals 

working 
with two 
separate 
clients 
who thank 
us for 
what we 
have done 
and how 
beneficial 
it has 
been; the relief expressed by 
many once they have shared 
their burden of debt with us 
and are no longer suffering 
constant harassment from 
debt collectors.  These are 
the moments all the letter-
writing, all the drafting of 
financial statements, all the 
negotiations, all the frustra-
tions, become worthwhile 
and we know why this is such 
important work. 

 
This is the way we have 

touched the lives of 35 new 
people in 2009 (£380,000 of 
debt) and continued to touch 
about 15 more whom we 
were still actively working 
with from 2008.  We have 
also had contact with 3 more 
agencies through mutual cli-
ents – Amber Trust, Glossop 

Women’s Refuge and High 
Peak Community Mental 
Health Team. 
 

There have been some 
changes to the team this year.   

Julia  
Burgess 
stepped 
down in 
October 

after more 
than 2½ 

years loyal 
service.  

Andy 
Jones, Sue  

Read and Roger Smith con-
tinue to serve faithfully one 
day a week.  Janet Oliver 
joined the team in the sum-
mer and Lynn Innes has just 
completed training.  Rebecca 
van der Westhuizen made a 
great contribution to the 
administration of the project 
management from the begin-
ning of the year until her 
maternity break.  I have re-
cently done some training 
with two church members 
considering whether God is 
calling them to take on the 
work and train as senior ad-
visers to replace me. 

 
My grateful thanks to the 

whole team and we all praise 
God that He has kept the 
work in the palm of His hand. 
 

Angela 
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Saturday afternoon was devoted 
to constructing shelters using only 
what nature provided. The real 
men then slept out in the shelters, 
shunning the luxury of the 5 star 
accommodation. 

 

As well as all this activity there 
was also time to worship God, 
share with and pray for one an-
other… An excellent weekend! 

In September a group of 20 men 
went for a weekend of outdoor 
adventure in the Derbyshire 
woods. 

 
An exciting programme of learn-

ing new skills and team building 
was put together by Dave Baines -  
Church in the Peak’s answer to 
Bear Grylls! 

 
We learnt how to make fires 

without matches/lighters and then 
cooked gourmet meals (courtesy 
of Mike Lloyd).  

 
For the fearless there was abseil-

ing down a cliff face and listening 
to Pat sing karaoke! 

 

Mens Weekend Away 



The freedom in Christ course will 
soon be coming to an end with 
only a few sessions remaining up to 
Christmas. The course started 
back in the beginning of September 
and has been run on Monday eve-
nings in The Source café, with the 
furniture moved around and sofa’s 
pulled into a mini – cinema style 
arrangement to watch the DVD; 
the evenings had a 
very informal feel to 
them. 

 
E a ch  e v en i n g 

started with tea/
coffee and dessert 
and a chance to chat 
for a while before 
settling down to 
watch the DVD. 
The teaching has 
been great, very simple and easy to 
follow and many people said they’d 
had at least one ‘light bulb mo-
ment’ every week - where they’d 
seen and understood something 
for the first time. After the teach-
ing slot we have then got together 
for a group discussion with most 
people saying that this was the part 
they enjoyed most. 

 
One of the key ingredients of the 

course is the Steps to Freedom. 
We went through these a couple 
of weeks ago as a group on an 

away day in Ashbourne; Paul and 
Angela Hay from Matlock Church-
in-the-peak, very kindly offered us 
the use of their lovely spacious 
house as a venue for this and a 
good day was had by all. 

 
These Monday evenings have 

been very relaxed and enjoyable, 
providing a place where people 

have felt comfortable to 
mix and participate in 
our group discussions. It 
has been great to see a 
good mix from across 
the church with several 
of our youth attending as 
well as some of us more 
advanced in years. But 
not only has it been a 
mixed age range but also 
a mix of Christian ex-

perience with some who have been 
Christians for decades and some 
who have been Christians for 
months. 

 
Freedom in Christ has not only 

been informative but has encour-
aged growth for all those who have 
attended.   

 
If you are interested in being in-

volved in our next Freedom in 
Christ course please talk to An-
drew Astle.     
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For the last three months we 
have had a group of young peo-
ple aged 17 to 30 from across 
Church in the Peak (Matlock, 
Chesterfield and Buxton) 
meeting in the Source Friday 
night and Saturday morn-
ing for leadership 
training. 

 
The group of 

19 young 
people have 
met for a 
meal, worship, 
teaching and prayer in an envi-
ronment where friendships can 
be formed and questions asked. 
We’ve had three great week-
ends so far with Dave Harper 

from Matlock, Phil Hardy from 
Chesterfield and Tim sharing 
their stories and bringing 
teaching on Vision, Faith and 
Grace in a leadership context.  

 
We have 7 in the 
group from Bux-

ton - all of whom 
are beginning to 

carry responsibilities 
in some area or have em-

bryonic leadership gifting. 
Part of our vision as a church is 
to be a resource to the nations 
by sending excellent people as 
well as finance. Future Leaders 
is part of this work of equipping 
people for what God has for 
them. 

We have just come to the end 
of our Alpha Course at The 
Source - run each Tuesday 
night with a meal, a talk and 
opportunity for questions and 
discussion.  

It has been great to see people 
who have never done Alpha 
before come along and enjoy a 
good meal, friendship and a 
stimulating talk.  
As usual the topics included 
Why did Jesus die?, How can I 
be sure of my faith?, Why do 
Christians Pray?, How do I read 

 

the Bible?, Does God Heal 
today? 
 

We have had some good sto-
ries from this Alpha Course. 
Stories of prayers answered 
and individuals making steps 
forward in their understanding 
of God and what he has done. 
 

If you have friends who you 
would like to invite to Alpha or 
you would like to do the 
course yourself,  please let one 
of the church leaders know. 
There is no date set for the 
next Alpha course but we will 
be running one again soon.  



Gus, Becky and Gideon are now 
well settled into the Lesotho way 
of life and continue to entertain a 
steady stream of welcome visi-
tors from the UK. 
 

Gus has continued to oversee 
the building of a house and adja-
cent pig farm for Letsema, a local 
church leader. This project, par-
tially funded by gifts from 
Buxton Church in the Peak, 
will provide Letsema with 
an income so he is free to 
build the growing church in 
his community. 
 

As this is now the planting 
season Gus has also been 
spending some of his time 
training people, including 
one of the local chiefs, in 

“Farming God’s way”, a 
method of growing maize in 
a way that protects against 
soil erosion.  
 

On a sad note, Mooiketsi, 
the boy with cancer in his 
leg, died in November but 
not before he was able to 
enjoy his baptism in a small 
paddling pool. 
 

On top of all this, Gus and 
Becky continue their involve-
ment with a growing range 
of other Church activities in 
Maseru; Sunday preaching, a 

students and twenties work, 
mums and toddlers groups, a Red 
Cross pre-school, Sunday school, 
small group leaders’ training, 
baptisms etc. etc. 
 

To keep up to date with Gus & 
Becky’s work in Lesotho follow 
the links on the church website...  
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With the addition of 10 new advisors to the 
Choices team this autumn, Heather has been 
busy with training and induction of new staff 
across the county, including 13 new trainees 
in Derby who started the Careconfidential 
pregnancy counselling training course in Sep-
tember. We have been able to offer post 
abortion and miscarriage counselling in 
Matlock, Derby and Glossop as well as Bux-
ton, so the vision for developing a regional 
work is being fulfilled. We are also touching 
the nation with this work, as God promised 
at the beginning, because Heather has re-
cently been invited to join the national lead-
ership team at Careconfidential as a regional 
partner, which means Choices will have a 
direct involvement in the development of 
national and regional strategy in pregnancy 
counselling and support. Choices will shortly 
become a charitable company and registered 
charity, to strengthen its legal status and help 
with funding and networking with other agen-
cies. 
 

At a local level, we feel God has led us to 
consider a move into new premises to enable 
the work to grow. We would like to be able 
to improve our practical support services for 
local parents, especially those who are new 
to parenting and facing the additional financial 
challenges of the current economic recession. 
We are currently researching the idea of 
setting up an exchange shop to provide nearly 
new and quality maternity and children’s 
items such as maternity wear, pregnancy and 
baby equipment, and children’s clothing. This 
project would enable us to offer practical 
support to expectant mothers and new par-
ents and would help us all as a local commu-
nity to recycle items no longer needed. We 
feel this project is particularly needed at this 
time when bringing a child into the world is 
becoming financially more difficult due to the 

recession and the massive increase in na-
tional debt.  
 

But to make it happen, we really need your 
support! We feel God has led us to a suit-
able building in Higher Buxton but we 
would need an increase of at least £700 per 
month in the regular standing orders to the 
Choices account, to show that we could 
afford the additional ongoing rent and 
overheads. We will also need more volun-
teers interested in running the shop or 
training to become pregnancy advisors – 
please speak to Heather if you are inter-
ested in helping.  
 

If we are able to evidence enough support 
for the project from the local community, 
we hope to then secure further grant fund-
ing for the refurbishment and set up work 
which will be necessary. We hope to gen-
erate a sustainable income from the shop 
which would help to support the work of 
Choices. With the bigger premises, we 
would be able to develop a full range of 
local support, including groups for new 
fathers, teenage parents, post natal depres-
sion, antenatal and parenting classes, as well 
as our core services - pregnancy advice and 
counselling for unintended pregnancy and 
pregnancy loss (miscarriage, stillbirth and 
abortion). 
 

If for any reason, we are not able to pro-
ceed with the new premises and develop-
ment plans, we will use all monies donated 
to fund the general running costs of the 
Choices work. 
 

If you would like to know more or offer 
help in some way, please complete a sup-

porter’s form or contact:  

Heather Woodward,  

Choices Manager,  

The Source, 7 Terrace Road, Buxton, 
High Peak, SK17 6DR. 

Tel: 01298 213866,  
Mobile: 07851 284575  

or email: heather@gmail.com  



Money Update 

 

Church in the PeakChurch in the PeakChurch in the PeakChurch in the Peak is part of Newfrontiers – a worldwide family of churches 

together on a mission to establish the Kingdom of God by restoring the 
church, making disciples, training leaders and planting churches. 

 
We are also a member of the Evangelical Alliance. 

 

info@citp.co.uk               www.citp.co.uk               01298 71975 
 

Buxton Church in the Peak is a Company Limited by Guarantee Registered No. 6563119  
Registered Charity No. 1124548 
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We had set a budget for this year that 
really stretched us so it is wonderful 
to have got to the end of the year 
having paid all our bills! But we have 
not just ’survived’ we have ‘given 
away’ as a church  over £36,000 in 
special offerings to local charities, to 
overseas work, in regular support to 
Newfrontiers and in our support for 
individuals overseas.  
 
Next year we have set a more mod-
est budget—though we are looking 
for our ‘giving away’ to continue to 
increase. Andrew Astle is continuing 
to work for the church but for the 
next year he will be working 3 days a 

week (he has picked up 2 days at 
Otters in his old job). Andy Wood-
ward is continuing to work two 
days and Tim is full-time for the 
church. 
 
We continue to do a huge amount 
for a church our size and have ex-
tended our ministries into the town 
this year with Crowning Years 
lunches starting. None of this is 
possible without the generous and 
committed giving of each of you in 
the church—thank you. 
 

Giving by direct debit helps 
our budgeting.  

Filling out a gift aid form 
increases a gift of £100 by 

£28. 


